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“Know My Name: A Memoir” 

 In November of 2019, the Diversity Committee met for the first installment of its book 

club.  The Committee met at the extraordinary Goat Farm Art Center, located in West Midtown, 

Atlanta.  The selection for the evening’s discussion was “Know My Name: A Memoir”, written 

by Chanel Miller.  The book is a narration of the author’s survival of a sexual assault that took 

place on the campus of Stanford University.  Ms. Miller’s journey through the legal system begins 

on the morning of January 18, 2015, when two bicyclists noticed her assailant atop her half naked 

unconscious body behind a dumpster outside of a fraternity house.  Shortly thereafter, she became 

known as “Emily Doe”, the anonymous victim named in the case of “State of California v. Brock 

Turner”, a promising athletic college student from an affluent family, who had  aspirations of 

making the Olympic swim team.   

 Ms. Miller gives a compelling account of her experience from the time she wakes up in the 

hospital, unaware of what has actually happened to her; to the frustration of reading about her 

ordeal through the voices of the media and public opinion; to the relief of a guilty verdict by a jury; 

to the disappointing sentence of 6 months of incarceration; and to finally reclaiming her identity 

by the publication of this book.  The last chapter contains Emily Doe’s victim impact statement 

that she read aloud in open court before the defendant’s sentencing.  The statement has been 

rebroadcast on and printed in several news and social media outlets.  It has become an inspiration 

to survivors of sexual assault worldwide.   

 

For me, the book is an examination of our justice system as seen from a victim’s 

perspective.  Ms. Miller’s criminal case begins in a very unique way.  It starts with her waking up 



in the hospital, not even realizing that a crime has been committed upon her.  In the following 

weeks, she learns details of her ordeal, not from the investigators or victim’s advocates, but through 

the media.  The media then seems to sympathize more with the perpetrator, reporting not strictly 

on the facts of the case or the word of law, but instead on public opinion that the young Mr. 

Turner’s life should not be ruined due to a moment of poor judgment.  The next several chapters 

painstakingly detail how her life is in limbo as the criminal trial is scheduled, then rescheduled, 

the rescheduled again repeatedly over the next 3 years.  As the case proceeds closer to trial, the 

legal battle of “defining” the crime begins.  Specifically, can one be convicted of rape or sexual 

assault when the penetration was “only” digitally?  Then, of course, comes the trial….the dance 

between the prosecutor and the criminal defense attorney.  The prosecutor attempts to navigate the 

evidentiary rules through the defense attorney’s relentless objections, while the defense attorney 

provides a diligent defense by the apparent strategy of distractions and blaming the victim.   

Finally, comes the verdict and sentencing.  With all the media attention and opinions posted on 

social media, one can’t help but wonder if the defendant’s social and economic status in life 

persuaded the judge to render the sentence of 6 months, of which 3 were actually served.   

The book invites a stimulating conversation about our justice system that will provoke a 

multiplicity of opinions.   If you cannot find the time to read the book in its entirety, I encourage 

you to take an hour or so to read or listen to the impact statement.  Ms. Miller’s bravery to speak 

her truth, is not only inspirational, it forces members of the legal profession and the media to 

question how we can do better for crime victims.    

 


